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vinegar, and some other products, consists of a cork-lined, heavy, lac-
quered, tin cap held in place by a "turndown" wire bail. It is also used
as a convenient reseal cap for such products.
Screw caps for wine bottles are now made of metal or of molded
plastics such as Bakelite. They are lined with cork or shellacked composi-
tion disks. They have practically displaced corks as closures for bottled
sweet wines in California.
Corks are still used in European countries for all types of bottled wines
and in California for bottled dry wines. Only the finest cork should be
used for this purpose. Cork-oak bark comes from the Mediterranean
area, chiefly Spain, Portugal, and North Africa. It is prepared by boiling
in water to remove gums, etc., and to soften it. It is then trimmed by
machinery and cut by hand-controlled machines into cylindrical corks.
Tapered corks are cut from the cylindrical corks by a special lathe-like
machine. Before use as wine-bottle closures the cylindrical corks are wet
with a mixture of about equal parts of glycerin, high-proof brandy, and
water and allowed to stand until soft; or they may be so treated and then
- steamed just before use. The glycerin keeps the cork pliable and soft in
the bottle and prevents its sticking to the glass.
There are other types of closures than those mentioned in this section.
Glass-container and closure manufacturers are glad to furnish additional
information on the subject on request.
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